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AUSTIN DESIGN COMMISSION o

April 27, 2003

Mavor Will Wenn

Mawvor Pro Tem Jackisc Goodman
Council Member Dars? Slugher
Council Member Raul Alvarcz
Council Member Betty Dunkerley
Council Mamber Brewster MeCracken
Couneil Mamber Danny Thomas

The City of Aushin

PO Box (088

Austin, Texas 78767

Re: Commercial Design Standards Proposed Code Amendiments

Throughour the past vear, the Design Commission has been involved with the Commerciai
Desigr Standaeds task forcs and participated in the Design Standards Code Amendmonts
development process, The Commission kas taken the position that the Commereial Design
Standards shouid address the way that & project functions for vsers and contributes to the
overall prban environment, rather than dictate spocific puidelings regarding binlding stvle,
acstheties, and omamentation.

Wa helteve that the goals of Design Standards should be to create pedestrian fricndly places
that promote connectivity. shade, sustainabifity, prescrvation of natural charasier. open
spives, muxed-usgs and future aduptability. The Design Commission also believes that these
standards ¢an help mitigate problems that have arisen as a result of automobile-dominated
design, incinding large visible parking lots, pole stgns. and branded architecturc thas tessons
the anique charaeter thak Austin cherishes.

The Design Commission generally supports the Commercial Design Standards Policy
Document being presented to Coungil on 4-28-05 and we bulicve thal the above gosls can
be realixcd through implementation of this document. However, given the accelerated
scheduie under which this document was produced, thare arc several technical issues and
inconsistencics that require firther review and clarfication. Therefors, the Design
Commission recommends a second tier effert by both city staff and the comruaity to
revigw and test the technical langnage that ie ercated in support of the Cotnmicreial Design
Siandards, prior to ling] codification.

We appreciate Council membee MceCracken and Citv Couneil's efforts to mise the quality of
Design in Austin and would welcome the opportunily to remain invohved in the process of
revicw and codification of City of Austin Commarcial Desipn Staadareds.
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Richard Weiss, Chuir
Austin Design Commission

Muziphnarhnd lamu g, ] ey Uopartrnl
20 R >

AMeb A TG T TR



